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At the very outset Robert 
Sherrill writes: “Come, let us 
admit it together; we do not 
like Lyndon Johnson.” Then 
for 270 pages, he undertakes to 

prove it at least as far as he is 
concerned. If there is one good 
thing in th(j President’s life, 
public or personal, the author 
seems to haw overlooked it. 

Johnson, (we are told, is 
merely an Opportunist and not 
one whose aims and ideals 
were shaped by Franklin D. ' 
Roosevelt’s New Deal. The 
wap:, in Vietnam becomes his 
war. “Knowing from long 
experience that the best way 
to pay off campaign backers is : 
via the military pork barrel,” 
Sherrill writes, “he went 
instinctively to the biggest ; 
pork barrell of them all, war, \ 
to keep the nation working and I 
prosperous and content with i 
his administration.” 

What Sherrill, who is the : 
Nation’s Washington corre- : 
spondent, fails to say directly 
he suggest indirectly, as in ; 
this one capsule description of i 
the President. 

“No, Lyndon Johnson is not ■ 
insane; he is merely a com- ■, 
mon Southern precinct mili- ,f 
tarist, perfectly willing and 
certifiably able to use militar- 1 
ism for anything from winning 
votes, to exploiting the pork 
barrell to, if nee]d be, blowing 
up half the world in corn-pone ! 
pique.” 

The quotation speaks for the I 
book as a whole. Johnson may i 
be vain, difficult and in some j 
ways unpredictable. His 1 
administration, in many ways, ! 
has failed to f ulfill the great 1 
promise the President has j 
held out. There are legitimate ’ 
questions about what has been 
done and what has not been 
done that cry out for objective 
study. This Sherrill has not 
provided. — CECIL HOLLAND. 



